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Center for the Human Rights of

Users and Survivors of Psychiatry

44 Palmer Pond Rd., Chestertown, NY 12817 USA

www.chrusp.org
info@chrusp.org
December 24, 2011

CHRUSP Year-End Update and Appeal

Dear Friends and Supporters,
CHRUSP would like to thank you all for your support both moral and financial since our beginnings in 2009.  At the end of this letter is information on how to donate to CHRUSP – please remember us in your year-end giving.   

Here are some of the highlights of our activity in 2011.  

CHRUSP began a campaign to Repeal Mental Health Laws, working with activists in the United States and Canada.  The campaign is an independent entity that is working to establish its own public presence.  CHRUSP will inform its friends and supporters who may want to become involved.

CHRUSP continues to support the work of the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, a democratic membership organization representing our community at the global level.  CHRUSP assisted with several UN submissions, including a response to a questionnaire on violence against women with disabilities.

That questionnaire explicitly asked about forced psychiatric interventions and incarceration as violent practices – a milestone achievement in itself, that responds to our earlier advocacy:  CHRUSP contributed its analysis of this issue to a paper by the International Network of Women With Disabilities (INWWD) in 2010.  

CHRUSP also continues to provide analysis and commentary to user/survivor organizations and allies regarding the CRPD and other human rights obligations.  This year, we contributed to work in Norway, India, Uganda, Ghana, Peru, Colombia, Ireland and Australia, among others.  CHRUSP also provided expertise to the Ibero-American Network of Experts on the CRPD, which develops proposals for law reform dealing with legal capacity.  

CHRUSP issued a major statement on CRPD Article 14, discussing the obligation of countries to repeal mental health laws to comply with human rights law.  The statement has been translated into Japanese and a Spanish translation is being finalized.  It received many endorsements from user/survivor organizations and allies, and was published in the Journal of Critical Psychology, Counseling and Psychotherapy, special issue on Human Rights.  A human rights expert at the UN has responded favorably saying he will find it helpful in his work.  

In 2012, CHRUSP is planning some organizational changes for development and expansion of our work.  Among these will be an email list for Friends of CHRUSP, which will allow us all to stay in touch more regularly.  Watch for an update in early January, and thanks for your enthusiastic support.  

In solidarity,
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Tina Minkowitz
      Daniel Hazen                 Lauren Tenney

* * * * *

Please support CHRUSP with your financial donations.  We continue to rely on your support, which is tax-deductible as provided under U.S. law.  

Checks can be made out to CHRUSP and sent to us at 44 Palmer Pond Rd., Chestertown, NY 12817 USA.

Donations can also be made via Network For Good using a link on the CHRUSP website www.chrusp.org.
Suggested donations:

___$10   ___$25   ___$50   ___$75   ___$100   ___$250   ___$500

I do____   do not____  wish to join the Friends of CHRUSP and receive an invitation to join the email discussion group.

