

CHRUSP Urges DPOs and Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Address Rights of Older Persons

April 15, 2013

The Center for the Human Rights of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (CHRUSP) urges DPOs (disabled people’s organizations) and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to address the rights of older persons and include these issues in human rights reporting under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

One of the motivations for the creation of the CRPD was the aging of the global population, which was said to increase the number of persons with disabilities since disability becomes more common as we age.  Articles 12 and 19 particularly, dealing with the right to legal capacity and the right to live in the community, protect the rights of older persons with age-related disabilities such as dementia, who are particularly at risk of being institutionalized and being declared legally incapable.  

Despite these standards having been enacted into binding international law, a European organization representing older persons reported that governments do not accept that the CRPD covers older persons.  Processes are under way in the United Nations and in the Organization of American States to develop new treaties on the rights of older persons, which are at risk of lowering the standard of human rights protection available to older persons with disabilities under the CRPD.  These new treaties must maintain the CRPD standards and incorporate an understanding of the social model of disability, treating age and disability as an intersectional form of discrimination.  

DPOs have a role to play in protecting the rights of older persons with disabilities, by making it a policy to look at the situation of older persons with disabilities in human rights reporting, by ensuring the representation of older persons in the organization, and by reaching out to self-representative organizations of older persons where they exist.  We need to build mutual understanding with such organizations to counter prejudice based on age within the disability community, and to counter prejudice based on disability within the aging community.  

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities also has a role to play, and should be encouraged to ask governments to report on the inclusion of older persons with disabilities, including those with age-related disabilities, in their laws and policies implemented under the CRPD, including the elimination of institutional care and the replacement of substituted decision-making by supported decision-making, which respects the person’s autonomy, will and preferences.  
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